DISCOURS

Lancement de Creative France South Australia et du site internet

 « BonjourAdelaide.com.au »

Melbourne jeudi 17 mars- 18h00

The Honorable Zoe Bettison

Madame la Consule, Chère Sue,
Madame la Présidente de Créative France in South Australia, Jean Fornassiero, Chère Jean

M. le Président de l’Alliance Française, M. Bryan Fahy, Cher Bryan,

Dear Partners of Créative France in South Australia

Distinguished guests, Chers amis,
It is a great pleasure to be with you tonight and once again to bring together our two communities, Australian and French.
Tonight, we are launching here, in Adelaide, the initiative “Créative France in South Australia”, a new chapter of the international campaign “Créative France” that the French Prime Minister Manuel Valls launched in Tokyo in October 2015. 
Créative France in South Australia is a series of innovative and creative events taking place in 2016 and scheduled in South Australia thanks to perfectly integrated and active cultural and business communities. 
Several French artists, creators and intellectuals will visit South Australia to present their work : 
Recently, you have already been able to enjoy multiple aspects of this creativity with shows by Groupe F at the opening of the Adelaide Festival of Arts, and talks with Muriel Barbery. 

But, throughout 2016, there are many more exciting events to come. 
In a few days, on March 31st, in this same place, you will be celebrating the opening of the 27th Alliance Française French Film Festival. 
In following months you will see the opening of three major cultural events :
· the photographic exhibition at the State Library of South Australia, opening on the 7th of June, featuring works by Frédéric Mouchet showcasing the iconic Australian sites visited by French explorers (Baudin, d’Entrecastraux). 
· the exhibition at the South Australian Maritime Museum, also to be launched in June 2016. This exhibition features the works of the French artists Charles-Alexandre Lesueur and Nicolas-Martin Petit. 
· the Poppy Trail, a series of events organized through the Belgium Consulate and the French Consulate and programmed over several months, which will highlight the deep connections forged between France and Australia during the First World War, and celebrate them through art, seminars, music and film organized in several major Adelaide institutions. 
These are just a few of the events that will take place in South Australia in 2016. 

It is the innovation, the culture and, more broadly, the talents on display in all French industries and endeavours that are being highlighted through these events and which will contribute to reinforcing the dynamic and enterprising image of France in Australia.
And what is better than a movie to celebrate French creativity and launch these events?
In 2015, France produced more than 250 films that showcased France around the world and recorded 106 million box office sales internationally. Many of these films have also been internationally acclaimed, such as “Dheepan” who won the Golden Palm at the last Cannes International Film festival. They all promote worldwide the concept of “Créative France”.
French creativity is the fruit of many trees, but particularly of our history and of our education system. On the one hand, our history has allowed us to grow on strong roots, one of them being the deep friendship that we do share with specific countries, Australia being amongst the most important. 
This is particularly true, here in South Australia with Nicolas Baudin and Matthew Flinders encountering each other in April 1802 not far from here, near Victor Harbor. And it has been repeated again and again during our long friendship, through two world wars and not so long ago in Adelaide for a particularly moving vigil organized by the Honorary Consulate and the Alliance Française with the extraordinary support of the City of Unley after the terrible terrorists attacks that occurred in Paris last November.
And on the other hand, our education system has allowed us to train and develop talents; not only amongst French citizens but with students from every part of the world, including Australia. We can name, for example, Professors Jean Fornasiero and John West-Sooby of the University of Adelaide, both graduates of the University of Grenoble. 
In 2015, France ranks 3rd worldwide for the number of international students welcomed into its educational institutions and has invested 47 billion euros in innovative public investment programs over the last 5 years. And, today, we were delighted to be able to announce with Minister Susan Close the launch of a bilingual program within a public school in 2017.
Culture and creativity are predominant elements of our economy, which can boast 1.3 million jobs within the cultural and creative sectors. But our ability to create and innovate can be found in many different sectors and “Créative France in South Australia” illustrates the diversity and abundance of the businesses, of the men and women who participate in the recasting of France’s image and who also embody our strong bond with Australia, a modern country open to the world.
The first realisation of the SA Chapter of Creative France will be the construction of the website BonjourAdelaide.com.au which will be the portal for all things French in South Australia and will showcase a calendar and an interactive map identifying all the French events, businesses and institutions present in South Australia.

If we look at tonight’s event, it has been organized with great care by the Alliance française in Adelaide (Thank you Jean-Christophe) with many partners that all take part in carrying the banner for the Créative spirit and in developing awareness of the challenges we face. And I would like to express my gratitude to:
Professor Jean Fornassiero, Chair for the South Australia Chapter for Creative France and Board Member of the Alliance Française Ms Flora Blanchard, Project Manager

Peter Tsokas, CEO from the City of Unley (and also Mayor Lachlan Clyne (absent) 

Mayor Graham Philip from the City of Victor Harbor

Mrs Beverly Scott, Marketing Manager from The State Library of South Australia and particularly (and also Alan Smith, Director (absent)

Mrs Lindl Lawton, senior curator, from The South Australia Maritime Museum (Mr. kevin Jones, director (absent)
Mr Chris Sharpley and Ms Claire Durand, respectively President and Chapter Coordinator for FACCI (French Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry) in South Australia

Professor John West-Sooby, Head of the Department of French Studies at the University of Adelaide
Professor Colette Mrowa-Hopkins from the Department of Language Studies and Professor Ibrahima Diallo, Head of French Studies at UNISA

Professor Jennifer Rutherford, Director of the JM Coetzee Centre for Creative Practice at the University of Adelaide

Ms. Lesley Davies, from Panache
Ms Krystin Paul from Encounters Festival in Victor Harbor

Mrs Christine Rothauser, a woman of many talents and a creative force behind the Poppy Trails project
Mr. Eric Fusil (à confirmer), Public Officer for the Adelaide French Australian School Project association

I would like also to acknowledge the EU Centre for Global Affairs at the University of Adelaide for their support of Creative France in SA
I also would like to pay a special tribute to the amazing work done by our Honorary Consul, Sue Crafter, whose involvement and dedication have been a great benefit for my country and for the French community in Adelaide and in South Australia. Her role is predominant in further strengthening relations between our two countries.
The Embassy of France, embodied by Team France in the full range of its activities, from business to culture, is proud to support these initiatives, your initiatives, and to showcase a France that is at its very best with you and for you.

But let us now return to the cinema and to the film you will be watching tonight: “The sweet escape” by Bruno Podalydès, a great example of French creativity set in a beautiful part of France. I’m sure you’ll find this film pleasantly entertaining and creative in many poetic ways. 

Certainly very French ! 
I wish you an excellent evening and an enjoyable screening and I am looking forward to seeing you at the next Créative France in South Australia events.
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