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What is crowdfunding? 

Crowdfunding is the practice of funding a project or campaign by soliciting relatively small donations 
or contributions of money from a large number of people, typically through a web-based platform. 

How does crowdfunding work at The University of Adelaide? 

The University’s crowdfunding activities will be governed by the Crowdfunding Policy (currently 
draft, to be approved early October 2017). The Policy provides guidance on the overarching 
principles, the application process, the administrative and marketing support provided by University, 
the crowdfunding platform options, the project management requirements and the expectations 
upon the completion of the project.  

Importantly, only authorised crowdfunding projects will be supported by the University. Any 
unauthorised crowdfunding project cannot be associated with, or use, the University of Adelaide’s 
name, logo, brand or reputation.   
 
Please note, The University of Adelaide does not give donors any material gifts.  

What does it take to have a successful crowdfunding project? 

Firstly, consider how much funding you need to deliver the minimum project requirements, then 
scale your project up from there – you can always scale down. Also, remember your audience will 
primarily be non-academics and not subject matter experts. Your proposal must be presented in 
layperson terms, conveyed with your passion and your personality.  
 
We suggest four simple rules to success: 
 

1. A compelling project that will appeal to a wide-audience; 
2. An existing and active social media presence; 
3. A realistic fundraising goal; and 
4. A realistic commitment of your time. 

Crowdfunding: All-or-nothing versus flexible funding? 

Project teams using the all-or-nothing model will only receive funds pledged if the fundraising goal is 
met or exceeded by the end of the campaign. Teams opting for flexible funding will receive all funds 
raised by the end of a campaign, even if the fundraising goal is not met or exceeded. Please note, by 
selecting the latter, the Project Leader agrees to utilise any funds received to support project 
activities. 



 

What happens if my project exceeds its fundraising goal? 

It is expected that any funds raised in excess of the fundraising goal will be used by project team to 
further project activities. 

Are there any fees? 

Sometimes there may be fees imposed by the third party host platform. Importantly, all payments 
received by the University will be passed on in full. Note: the services provided by the University to 
support crowdfunding projects are in-kind. 

Are gifts towards my crowdfunding project tax deductible?  

Yes. The University of Adelaide has Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status for Australian income tax 
purposes. The University will issue a receipt for gifts of $2 or more. 

Can my project receive gifts from overseas? 

Yes, the University accepts gifts made outside Australia. However, the donor will need to seek 
independent tax advice to determine if the payment is an eligible as tax deduction in their country of 
residence. 

Can I make a donation towards my own crowdfunding project? 

Yes. However, if you have direct influence over the use of funds, or could receive material benefit 
from making the gift, then your gift is not eligible for tax deduction purposes. Please refer to the 
University’s Giving Policy.  

If I have any questions in relation to crowdfunding, who should I contact? 

For queries regarding the Crowdfunding application process, please call +61 8 8313 3534, or email 
dvcrschemes@adelaide.edu.au 

For more information about the fundraising potential of a potential project, please call Sarah Lenigas 
+61 8 8313 9810, or email development@adelaide.edu.au 

 

  


